
An inspirational one-day seminar for primary and secondary 
teacher librarians and teaching professionals in the areas of English and Literacy.
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Presented by

Tuesday 25th August, 2009.
Victoria University Conference Centre - 300 Flinders St, Melbourne.

Session Time:  9.00am - 3.30pm. Seminar registration from 8.00am.

Books 
for a 

Better
World

Andy GRIFFITHS
Author of the jUST and 

schooling around series  

Isobelle CARMODY
Author of The Gathering, Obernewtyn 

Chronicles and the Little Fur series

Morris GLEITZMAN
Author of boy overboard, once and 

GRACE (to be released August 2009)

Randa ABDEL-FATTAH
Author of does my head look big in this? 

and where the streets had a name

Alice PUNG
Author of unpolished gem 
and Editor of growing up 

asian in australia

Amra PAJALIC
Author of 

the good daughter

Robert HILLMAN
Biographer and Co-author of 

THE RUGMAKER OF MAZAR-E-SHARIF

Tony THOMPSON
Teacher and Author of shakespeare: 

the most famous man in london

Featuring:

Where reading can take us...



***Please fax prior to posting: 03 9525 2979. limited places. ***

Books for a Better World Seminar - Speaker Profiles & Registration Form

 

1. Name							       Email
   2. Name							      Email
   3. Name							      Email

 School/Institution

Address										          Phone

REGISTRATION FORM                     			                      ABN 84 128 688 595
Please detach this form and post with cheque to Booked Out, PO Box 580, South Yarra Vic 3141 
Please keep a copy for your records. For electronic payments please fax this form to 03 9525 2979 or 03 9824 0677 and deposit 
funds by Thursday 20th August to:  Booked Out, Westpac. BSB 033 072, A/C No. 28-3178 

Please reserve ______ places at the Books for a Better World Seminar to be held on Tuesday 25th August, 2009.

An individual email address is required for each particpant to confirm registration. A tax invoice for $240.00 (includes $21.82 GST) 
will be emailed to each participant as soon as their registration is processed. For registrations of more than 3 participants, please 
use multiple forms. Morning tea and lunch provided (gourmet catering by Mary & Steve).

Andy Griffiths
Andy Griffiths is one of Australia’s funniest writers 
for children. His books have sold over 4 million copies 
worldwide, have featured on the New York Times 
bestseller lists and have won over 40 Australian 
children’s choice awards. Andy will be delivering 
the seminar's keynote address, Books, Brains and 
Cellophane: How reading colours our world.

Morris Gleitzman
Morris' children's books have been published 
in the UK, the USA, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, France, Spain, Portugal, Holland, 
Sweden, Finland, Iceland, Indonesia and 
Czechoslovakia, Russia and China. His 
books are set in Australia, Afghanistan, 
England and Poland and collectively have 
won just about every children's literature 
award in Australia. 

Grace is the much-anticipated sequel to 
once and then - fiction for younger 
readers set against the backdrop of the 
Holocaust. Like much of Morris' work for 
children, these novels incorporate humour 
with serious issues, and make up the 
foundation for his address, The Light and 
the Dark.

Isobelle Carmody
Isobelle has guided the imaginations of Australian 
children to other worlds for more than 15 years, 
on the wings of such celebrated novels as the 
gathering, the obernewtyn chronicles 
and her most recent series for younger readers, 
little fur.

Isobelle will present an address titled Fantastic 
Voyages: Taking young minds to new worlds.

Randa Abdel-Fattah
Randa Abdel-Fattah is a 28-year-
old author, mother and lawyer, 
born in Australia of Palestinian 
and Egyptian parents. Randa's first 
novel Does My Head Look Big 
in This? explores the world of 
young Muslim-Australians, while 
her most recent work, where 
the streets had a name takes 
readers to Israel. 

Randa is active in the interfaith 
community and a member of the 
Coalition for Peace and Justice in 
Palestine and will introduce the 
Windows Into Other Worlds and 
Cultures panel.

Robert Hillman
After many years of teaching 
in high schools and university, 
Robert Hillman now works 
as a full-time writer and 
biographer. He co-authored 
My Life as a Traitor, a young 
Iranian woman's account of the 
realities behind the turmoil of 
the modern Middle East, and 
The rugmaker of mazar-
e-sharif, the true story of 
an Afghani refugee who fled 
torture and certain death at 
the hands of the Taliban.

Alice Pung
Alice's debut novel 
Unpolished Gem was 
shortlisted for several awards 
including the Victorian and 
New South Wales Premier’s 
Literary Awards and combines 
the story of Pung’s life 
growing up in Melbourne's 
Western suburbs with the 
inherited stories of the women 
in her family. In 2008, Alice 
edited growing up asian 
in australia, a collection of 
personal tales by prominent 
Asian-Australians.

Amra Pajalic
Amra Pajalic was born in 
Melbourne’s Western suburbs 
to parents of a Bosnian 
background, much like the 
protagonist in her recently 
released debut novel. the 
good daughter is written 
from the point of view of 
Sabiha, a 15 year old Muslim 
Bosnian girl trying to fit into 
suburban Australian society 
addressing problems of 
cultural identity in the day-
to-day lives of teenagers.

Tony Thompson
Tony Thompson has taught 
English and Literature in a 
number of Melbourne high 
schools and is currently 
teaching in the Liberal Arts 
area at Victoria University.  
He has written articles about 
education for The Age and 
other publications. His first 
book, Shakespeare: The 
Most Famous Man in 
London was published this 
year. Tony will present an 
address titled Prospero's Books: 
The rough magic of Literature 
in the classroom.

Robert, Alice and Amra will present a panel titled Windows Into 
Other Worlds and Cultures.   


